John Fiske

scholarship so broad and thorough, and his speech
so unaffected and rich with well-digested thought
that he gained the confidence and cordial coopera-
tion of the group of eminent men whose assistance
he so much desired.

The letters not only show how cordially he was re-
ceived by the great body of the English Evolution-
ists ; they also contain interesting particulars of the
individual assistance rendered him. Professor W.
K. Clifford, the eminent mathematician, rendered
him a particularly valuable service, as Fiske says,
" by punching through about six pages of my Nebu-
lar Hypothesis at once, and so saved me from
getting into trouble hereafter/* With Lockyer,
the astronomer, he had several interviews and an
evening's conference on the Nebular Hypothesis
and Spectroscopic Astronomy. Of Darwin he
sought particularly some information regarding
peculiarities in the arrangement of leaves around
the stem. He writes: "It was delightful to see
what oceans of illustrations Darwin had ready, and
how absolutely precise his conception of the case
was and how simply and quietly he said what he
had to say/'

Fiske also had opportunities to ply Hooker, Tyn-
dall, Crookes, Galton, Foster, Sir Henry Sumnet
Maine with questions bearing upon their special
lines of investigation; while with Spencer, Huxley,
and Lewes he enjoyed the freest possible converse
extending over the whole period of his London so-
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